
 
 

 
31st Annual John J. Bonica Award 

 
 
The annual Dr. John J. Bonica Award and Lecture is the highlight of the Eastern Pain 
Association year. EPA members get together to hear a distinguished, nationally and 
often internationally, recognized pain practitioner and /or researcher deliver a lecture 
and receive an award that is named after someone many consider to be the father of 
pain, Dr. John J. Bonica.  
 
This year will be the 31th such convocation. Join us this year for a luncheon, as the 
Eastern Pain Association proudly presents this year’s award to Dr. Steven D. Passik. 
The luncheon is complimentary to meeting registrants. The lecture is free and open 
to the public. 
 

Dr. Steven J. Passik 
 

In his work as a clinical psychologist, Dr. Passik’s 
areas of expertise are the general psychological 
aspects of cancer including palliative care, and 
symptom management with an emphasis on pain, 
depression, nausea, and fatigue. He provides 
interventions to individual patients. In addition, he is 
the psychological liaison to the Pain and Palliative 
Care Service as well as the Colorectal Disease 
Management Teams.  
 

Dr. Passik also leads the symptom studies and pharmacotherapy laboratory. The lab 
conducts and examines symptom assessment studies, which are aimed at enhancing 
quality of life and relieving suffering of patients. His research interests include 
examining pain medication usage among cancer patients; assessing abnormal drug 
usage among cancer and HIV+ patients; and developing psychosocial interventions 
for cancer patients.  
 
Dr. Passik is a member of many scientific and medical societies including the 
American Psychological Association, International Psycho-Oncology Society, and 
American Society of Psychiatric Oncology/AIDS, all organizations of specialists in his 
field. he has also written extensively on the interface of pain management and 
addiction.  

 

 






